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*touched with the sceptre those troubled waters which had long
shattered the weary bark of your country, under her various and
false pilots, for ages of insane persecution and impious theology.5
It was ' a pious and profound recommendation/ : the olive de-
scending from the throne.3 Let Parliament act on ^tlie lines
which were indicated to it. The present was eminently a time
for 'the union of all the property of the country in support of
the laws, and all the talents in support of the property, with
measures to redress and to unite.31

Scarcely a discordant voice was heard. Duquerry and Lord
Edward Fitzgerald alone ventured to say something in favour of
peace and of the French;2 but they found no support, and the
loyal addresses to the King and Lord Fitzwilliam were carried
with enthusiasm. Perhaps the most remarkable feature in
these addresses is their emphatic testimony to the substantial
and growing prosperity of the country, even in time of war.
After promising to make adequate provision for the war, the
Commons continued: c We learn with the greatest satisfaction
that the present state of the commerce and revenue of the king-
dom will much facilitate our efforts in making that provision,
and do most gratefully acknowledge that an increasing com-
merce and a rising revenue during the existence of such a war
as we are now engaged in, are advantages which, under the Divine
Providence, we owe to the care and vigilance of our Sovereign.
. . We view with peculiar joy the increase of our great staple
manufacture, an increase commensurate with our efforts, but
exceeding our most sanguine expectations.5 3

The loyalty of the Parliament did not expend itself in empty

1  Iris7i, Parl. Deb. xv. 4-11.               Majesty's paternal benevolence  and

2  Lord Milton to J. King, Jan. 22,     their   own anxious  feelings  by re-
1795.                                                  lieving all the poorer classes from the

3  Irish Parl. .ZteJ. xv. 17,18.   In     tax of hearth money.'   (Ibid. p. 155.)
presenting the money bills the Speaker     In the course  of  the  debates  Mr.
said: * It is owing to the unexampled     Cuffe said: 'What was the state of
prosperity and growing resources of     Ireland at this moment ?    A state of
the nation that they [the Commons]     unexampled prosperity.  The landlord
now offer to his  Majesty,  without     gets his rent to the hour.   The tenant
laying much additional burthen on     rinds money for the produce of his
the people, or lessening those bounties     land the moment  he brings  it   to
and pecuniary encouragements under     market, and the manufacturer finds
which trade and manufactures have     employment   and   payment   to   his
increased and are increasing; and the     satisfaction.    Ireland has the consti-
same causes have allowed them amidst     tution of England, without its debt.'
these liberal supplies to gratify his     (Ibid. p. 168 ; see, too, p. 182.)